
April 3, 1973
Motorola 
engineer Martin 
Cooper placed a 
phone call to the 
headquarters of 
Bell Labs in New 
Jersey1 from his 
new innovation, 
the first cellular 
phone. 

1989
The first flip 
phone was 
introduced 
– the 
Motorola 
MicroTAC.

1984
The Motorola 
DynaTAC 8000x 
was created and 
made available 
to consumers. 1993

The first “smart-
phone” was 
introduced by 
IBM.

2000
Sharp launched 
the first 
cellphone with a 
camera.

The first 
Android phone, 
the HTC Dream 
Slider, was 
made available 
to consumers.  

1992

2008

Apple’s first 
iPhone was 
introduced.

The iPhone X 
o�ered the first 
facial recognition 
security feature 
on smartphones.

2017

2007

The first 4G 
device was 
introduced in 
the U.S.

2010

The first text 
message was 
sent. It said: 

The Evolution of the Cellphone
The �rst cellphone call was 45 years ago

1 1 CNET: The first call from a cell phone was made 40 years ago today: https://www.cnet.com/news/the-_irst-call-from-a-cell-phone-was-made-40-years-ago-today/  
2 Mashable: A Brief History of Text Messaging https://mashable.com/2012/09/21/text-messaging-history/#lbKGPA2FHZq3

Merry Christmas!2
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